Oregon Fair Trade Campaign

Candidate

Questionnaire for Federal Office

Candidate Name: Jeff Merkley
Campaign Office Address: 3018 SE Division, Portland, OR 97202

Contact phone: 503-274-4439
Email: isaacs@jeffmerkley.com

Campaign Contact: Jon Isaacs FAX: 971-544-1478
The Oregon Fair Trade Campaign is a statewide coalition of more than twenty labor,

environmental and human rights organizations. Information about our coalition and its
mission can be found on our website: www.oregonfairtrade.ore.

We are interested in knowing what you think about a variety of issues surrounding the
economy and trade. Answers to the following questions will be used to educate voters,
highlight trade issues and create voter guides.

Please return your completed questionnaire to Arthur Stamoulis at the Oregon Fair Trade
Campaign by emailing orfic@citizenstrade.org or calling (503) 736-9777.

NAFTA-Stvle Trade Agreements

NAFTA Style Trade Agreements have failed the United States and our trading partners. Since NAFTA
and WTO went mto effect, U.S. firms have used the investor protections in these pacts to relocate
production to low-wage countries. The result is the loss of over 3 million U.S. family-supporting
manufacturing jobs, real wages suppressed even as productivity has increased, floods of unsafe imported
products and food and severe harm to our environment.

1. Many of the 2008 presidential candidates committed to review and renegotiate aspects of NAFTA if
elected. Do you support reviewing and renegotiating NAFTA in the next two years?

Please circle one: ( :Yes_ No
Additional Comments:
2. If elected Senator, would you support or oppose the Colombia Free Trade Agreement?

Please circle one:  Support Oppose‘?‘
Additional Comments: N—
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3. If elected Senator, would you support or oppose the Panama Free Trade Agreement?
Please circle one:  Support | ()ppoééf?

Additional Comments: e =l

4. If elected Senator, would you support or oppose the South Korea Trade Agreement?
Please circle one: Support Oppose/

Additional Comments: =~

5. How would you describe the effect of NAFTA on the U.S. economy?

Please Circle One:{ Severely Damaglng ) Damaging No Effect Somewhat Positive Positive
Additional Commentfs:

Labor and Environmental Provisions

Today’s trade agreements create a global market place with new rights and protections for investors,
service sector firms, patents and tradable goods. Missing from these agreements are rights and
protections for workers, public health and the environment. This unbalanced system of global
governance has resulted in a race to the bottom similar to what occurred in the United States at the turn
of the last century when national corporations and investors played states off of each other to lower
wages, workers rights and public protections in the absence of national laws.

6. Will you oppose any trade agreement that fails to include, within its core text, the requirement that all
signatory countries adopt into domestic law and effectively enforce the five basic internationally-
recognized core labor rights established within the International Labor Organization (ILO) conventions?

Please Circle One: YYes No
Additional Comments

7. Will you oppose any trade agreement that fails to include, within its core text, the requirement that
all signatory countries adopt into domestic law and effectively enforce the obligations of the major
multilateral environmental agreements, which comprise the global consensus on basic environmental
protection?

Please Circle One: f/ Yes No

Additional Comments:
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8. Will you oppose any trade agreement that fails to provide for worker rights and environmental
standards the same dispute resolution and enforcement mechanisms and penalties that are at least as
effective as the mechanisms and penalties that apply to the commercial provisions of the agreement?

Please Circle One: “Yes _ No
Additional Comments:

Fast Track Trade Promotion Authority

Fast Track is an extraordinary procedure used to negotiate and implement NAFTA, WTO, CAFTA and
ten other trade agreements. Fast Track, which sunset in 2007, allowed the executive branch to select
countries for trade agreements, to set the substance of trade agreements, and then negotiate and sign
agreements all before Congress has a vote on the matter. Fast Track also forced Congress to vote on
whatever agreements the executive branch signs within ninety days, with debate limited and no
amendments allowed. Fast track destroys the checks and balances process included in the Constitution
that provides Congress with exclusive authority to set the terms of commerce with foreign nations.
Many in Congress believe a new trade negotiating process must be created to replace Fast Track.

9. Do you support strengthening Congress’s role in trade policy by replacing the failed Fast Track
process with a new system that includes congressionally-set readiness criteria to determine appropriate
negotiating partners, binding obligations regarding what must and must not be in future trade
agreements, and the right for Congress to vote before an agreement is signed?

Please Circle One: YesJ No

L

10.  If elected Senator, would you oppose a future president’s request to reestablish fast track trade
promotion authority?

Please Circle One: ("Yes > No
Additional Comments:

The Trade Deficit

11. If elected Senator, will you support emergency policies to bring our trade deficit into balance,
including imposing penalties against the imports of countries that manipulate their currencies to obtain
trade advantages, implementing mechanisms to balance non-energy imports and exports between the
U.S. and its trade partners, and the exploration of other options, such as an import surcharge?

Please circle one: [ Yes_),}
Additional Commenits?

P

No
















