Pennsylvania Fair Trade Coalition

Is there a difference between John McCain and Barack Obama on trade policy?
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Sen. John McCain




Sen. Barack Obama

	Sen. McCain supports NAFTA. He is opposed to re-negotiating NAFTA. He describes himself as

an “unapologetic supporter of NAFTA”
	Supporter of

NAFTA?
	Sen. Obama wants to renegotiate NAFTA. He wants to

strengthen the labor and

environmental protections in

NAFTA.

	No. McCain has said

environmental standards should not be part of our trade agreements. (nor should improved labor standards)


	Supporter of Environmental Standards

in Trade Agreements?


	Yes. Obama has said that enforceable environmental

standards should be included and enforced in trade pacts

	Yes. Wants to renew Fast Track, allowing the White House to negotiate trade deals without amendments from Congress.


	Supporter of

Fast Track?


	No. Believes Congress should play a larger role in selecting countries

for negotiating trade pacts.



	McCain says: “Globalization is

here to stay … Change is hard.” He has also added, “These jobs are not coming back”. Supports continuing tax breaks to the companies that move jobs overseas.


	Where does he stand on

moving jobs overseas?


	Sen. Obama says that job offshoring is one of America’s most serious problems. He promises to stop rewarding companies

that offshore jobs and to start rewarding companies that keep

jobs in the U.S.



	No. McCain opposed increased funding for job training to help workers adapt to the changing

global economy. Now he says he supports funding
	Did he support funding

for retraining displaced

American workers?


	Yes. Sen. Obama supports updating the federal Trade Adjustment Assistance (TAA) program. He supports TAA providing assistance to workers

before they lose their jobs 


Learn candidate positions. Find out how trade and outsourcing issues impact Pennsylvania 

The purpose of this guide is to educate the public on candidates’ trade record and promises. Updated September 30, 2008
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