Trade and Elections

OREGON FAIR TRADE CAMPAIGN

OR=IETC

Here’s a shocker: voters care about jobs.
They want to hold onto their own jobs and they
want solid, family-wage jobs created for their
children, grandchildren and neighbors.

The war in Iraqg may have been the defining
issue of the 2006 midterm elections overall, but
in many individual races the economy—and,
more specifically, trade policy—was the key
voting issue.

According to the Democratic Strategist, thirty-
seven “free trade” incumbents lost their seats to
“fair trade” challengers in 2006."' The Wall Street
Journal reported that two dozen tightly-
contested races turned at least partially on
Democratic candidates’ trade platforms.?

Moreover, the Democratic Strategist asserts
that “most of the Democratic candidates that
made a strong fair trade message a campaign
priority won, while most of those that did not—
including many  high-profile  candidates
supported by the national party—Ilost.”?

Candidates around the country highlighted
their positions on trade in television ads, press
statements, stump speeches and debates.* Not
surprisingly, many of the candidates that
focused on trade attracted a large amount of
labor support for their campaigns in terms of
volunteer hours, donations and votes.

But it's not just union voters attracted to these
messages. According to USA Today, “Trade
especially helped Democrats woo voters in
traditionally Republican rural areas.”®

A look at some recent polling data helps
explain why trade is such a winning issue:

e Only 10% of Americans believe that Bush
administration polices are doing a good job of
keeping manufacturing jobs in the United
States.®

e 64% of Americans do not believe that the
global economy benefits their children.”

e 65% of Americans believe that increased
trade actually hurts American workers.®

e 81% of registered voters favor candidates
proposing trade policies that enforce labor
and environmental regulations, and provide
tax credits for companies that create jobs in
the United States.®
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A 2006 television ad featuring Fair Trade by
Bruce Braley, the first Democrat elected to

lowa’s 1% Congressional District in over 30

years.

That last bullet point is particularly important.
Voters are not anti-trade. To the contrary,
certain trade messages resonate with voters.

These fair f{rade messages involve
acknowledging the job loss created by the old,
NAFTA-model for international trade and
proposing trade pacts that are governed by
strong, enforceable labor and environmental
standards that will help create a level playing
field for American workers.

In a state like Oregon, which has experienced
trade-related job loss in virtually every corner,
yet is also very conscious of the potential
benefits that come from trade, these fair trade
messages are particularly important.

While trade was not a top-tier issue in
Oregon’s 2006 elections, there is significant
potential for it to become a major voting matter
in a number of races in the 2008 season.

Trade is an issue proven to work particularly
well for challengers to “free trade” incumbents.
In 2008, when “change” is the election theme
candidates try to drive home, fair trade
messaging will enable candidates to
differentiate themselves from proponents of the
failed trade policies of the past—helping
campaigns to both turn out their base and win
over swing voters.

For more information, please contact:

Arthur Stamoulis, Director
Oregon Fair Trade Campaign
(503) 736-9777 * orftc@citizenstrade.org




“Most of the Democratic candidates that made a strong fair trade message a
campaign priority [in 2006] won, while most of those that did not—including many
high-profile candidates supported by the national party—Ilost.”

— The Democratic Strategist
January 8, 2007

Trade’s Success in the ’06 Elections:

o At least 25 separate campaign ads run by Democrats throughout
the country featured messaging on trade policy and offshoring
during the 2006 midterm elections. ® In the end, Fair Trade
challengers beat Free Trade incumbents in 37 separate races. "

e Bruce Braley (D-lowa) ran television ads voicing support for : !ﬂ:v‘l'l?{;!:E#ﬁ:ﬁlig:ﬁ%g:lon:lﬂg::f'

“rolling back unfair trade deals like NAFTA and CAFTA.” ? He
became the first Democrat elected to represent lowa’s 1%
Congressional District in over 30 years. oo e S T

e In his bid for the Senate, Sherrod Brown (D-Ohio) incorporated A campaign ad attacking the trade record

strong messaging attacking current trade and economic policies of Rep. John Hostettler (R-Indiana), the
into his campaign, and defeated the Republican incumbent by 12 incumbent who lost by the largest margin
percentage points. In the 2004 Presidential race, by contrast, in the 2006 Congressional elections.

John Kerry lost Ohio. ™

e  Chris Murphy (D-Connecticut) overcame negative campaign ads
by using trade as an election issue to beat 12-term incumbent
Nancy Johnson, an unabashed Free Trader with a zero percent
Fair Trade voting record. ™

e According to USA Today, “Trade especially helped Democrats
woo voters in traditionally Republican rural areas. ... Among the

self-described ‘fair traders’ who rode the issue to victory: new FIGHTING AGAINST UNFAIR TRADE DEALS
Democratic House members Heath Shuler in North Carolina, WITH MEICOARY Y

Bruce Braley in lowa, Nancy Boyda in Kansas and Joe Donnelly A television ad highlighting the Fair

in Indiana.” * Trade record of Sherrod Brown (D-Ohio),

who won his Senate race by 12 points.

Where Oregon’s Incumbents Stand on Trade:

Congressional “Fair Trade” Voting Records

Smith Wu Walden Blumenauer DeFazio Hooley
(R) (D-1) (R-2) (D-3) (D-4) (D-5)
Oman FTA Wrong Right Wrong Right Right Right
CAFTA ** Wrong Right Wrong Right Right Right
Chile FTA Wrong Wrong Wrong Wrong Right Right
Singapore FTA Wrong Right Wrong Wrong Right Wrong
Morocco FTA Wrong Right Wrong Wrong Right Wrong
Australia FTA Wrong Wrong Wrong Wrong Right Wrong
Fast Track ** Wrong Right Wrong Right Right Right
Overall Voting
Record: 0% 78% 0% 56% 100% 67%

** The CAFTA and Fast Track votes, which were particularly controversial in Oregon, were weighted doubly when determining
incumbents’ overall Fair Trade voting records.



Campaign in late 2006.

The “Free Trade” Legacy in Oregon:

e Since the mid-1990s, approximately 68,000 Oregonians have lost jobs due

to offshoring and increased foreign imports, according to an analysis of
U.S. Labor Department data conducted by the Oregon Fair Trade

e The U.S. trade deficit with China has more than tripled since China entered

jobs in May 2007.

the WTO in 2001. A May 2007 study by the Economic Policy Institute finds
that Oregon has lost a net 25,700 jobs due to this trade imbalance. "

e A September 2006 study by the Economic Policy Institute finds that
Oregon has lost 2.16 jobs due to imports for every one created due to

exports as a result of NAFTA. The study also found that jobs lost paid

Questions for Candidates:

o What are your views on free trade
pacts like the North American
Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA)

and the World Trade Organization international competition.”*

higher average wages than the jobs that were created. '

e According to a think tank run by former Bush administration Commerce
Secretary Donald Evans, “the pressures of global engagement spread
economy-wide to alter the earnings of even those not directly exposed to

(WTO)? Would you revoke these e All but the top 5" of Oregon households have seen their average incomes

pacts if you had the opportunity?

e Labor celebrated when Fast
Track expired on July 1, 2007.
Will you commit to oppose
renewing Fast Track, even if a
member of your party is elected
to the White House?

remain stagnant or decline between 1979 and 2004.2° From 2001 to 2005
(the last year for which data is available), the average market-based
income for the bottom 90% of all American households has fallen by 4.2%,
a loss of $1,293 per household. *'

e Rural Oregon communities have voiced opposition to free trade
agreements that cost Oregonians jobs. In May 2007, the Hermiston City
Council unanimously passed Resolution No. 1810, calling on Congress to

e Do you support the pending

reject renewing Fast Track trade promotion authority and “international

Free Trade Agreements with

trade agreements that facilitate the offshoring of Oregon jobs.”?? The same

Peru, Colombia, Panama and
South Korea?

e |If elected, what will you do to

month, the Malheur County Commissioners signed a joint letter saying that
NAFTA and the WTO had resulted in “massive job loss” in Oregon that
“created ripple effects throughout the economy.”#

make sure more Oregonians e To hear first-person from Oregonians whose jobs have been lost due to

benefit from international trade?
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Thank you to Briana Carp for her excellent work on this report.

NAFTA, please visit: http://www.citizenstrade.org/oregon-stories.php

About ORFTC

The Oregon Fair Trade Campaign
is a statewide coalition of labor,
environmental and human rights
organizations fighting for trade
policies that:
e prioritize quality jobs in
communities across the state;
e create markets for Oregon
products by raising living
standards in neighboring
countries;

e enforce consistent standards
for labor and the environment
across borders; and

e allow local producers to
compete on a level playing
field.

For more info, please visit:
www.citizenstrade.org/orftc.php
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Oregon Fair Trade Campaign
OR-FTC

310 SW 4t Ave #436
Portland, OR 97204

Ph: (503) 736-9777
orftc@ citizenstrade.org

For more information, please visit: www.citizenstrade.org/orftc.php

“Free Trade” — An Increasingly Key Election Issue

In Their Own Words...

Here’s what the 2006 Congressional election winners said about the role of “free trade”
as an election issue:

“In each of our campaigns the issue of trade and the
impact of the Administration’s trade policy on working
families, the environment, independent farmers, and
businesses in our districts were critically important. Vital
to our electoral successes was our ability to take a vocal

stand against the Administration’s misguided trade
agenda, and offer our voters real, meaningful alternatives
to the job killing agreements, such as CAFTA, that the
majority of our opponents supported.”

— Letter from 36 newly-elected Members of Congress
January 17, 2007

http://www.citizen.ora/documents/freshdemsltr011707.pdf

What'’s Inside

How was trade used
as a campaign issue
in 2006, and what
were the results?

What do public
opinion polls tell us
about voters’ views on
trade?

What are the pundits
saying?

How have past trade
policies impacted
Oregon?

What are the
incumbents’ positions
on trade?
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