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MIAMI VS. THE FTAA: ANOTHER AMERICAS IS POSSIBLE!

Western Hemisphere trade ministers will meet November 20-21, 2003 in Miami to advance negotiations on a Free
Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA) — a regional free trade deal based on the North American Free Trade
Agreement (NAFTA). FTAA will drive down wages, promote environmental devastation, attack national and state
sovereignty, decimate family farming, facilitate Enron-style deregulation and privatization and force thousands of
people to migrate to the U.S. as economic refugees fleeing the destruction of their local economies. That is why
folks from Miami and around the state and country will be joined by international allies linking local issues to global

struggles and building alternatives to the “free” trade model.

There are already plans for teach-ins and seminars,

reality tours, concerts and forums, rallies and marches for fair trade.

But, what does all of this have to do with Miami? Miami
highlights some of painful ironies of the global economy:
The growing gap between rich and poor is nowhere more
evident than between ritzy Fisher Island and Miami City,
rated the poorest city in the United States according to the
2002 Census (see box). The detention of hundreds of
Haitian immigrants is a constant reminder that while
capital has the right to flow freely over borders, people do
not. In addition, the Miami area (including surrounding
counties such as Miami-Dade and Broward) has several
laws and local economic development initiatives that
could be impacted by the FTAA.

MIAMI JOB LOSS: The Miami area has seen eight
local factories shut down operations and move to Mexico,
including the Levi Strauss Company. Levi Strauss is one of
the corporations that serves as an “advisor” to U.S. trade
negotiators and therefore is given preferential access to
FTAA documents.

BROWARD COUNTY LIVING WAGE &

FORGET

A MICROCOSIM OF GLOBAL INEQUALITY

MIAMI

FISHER ISLAND*

Poorest community in the
u.s.
(poverty rate of 29%)

Richest community in
the U.S.

Per Capita Income:
$15,128

Per Capita Income:
$236,238

Population: 362,470

Population: 467

79% people of color

92.08% white

*Fisher Island is 3 miles offshore of Miami with no road or
causeway to connect it to the city (only a private ferry)

All data from the 2002 U.S. Census
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MIAMI MINORITY & WOMEN-OWNED SET ASIDES

What? Broward County’s living wage law and Miami’s set-
aside program for minority and/or women-owned
businesses could face FTAA attacks.

Why? The FTAA would prohibit governments from setting
conditions for government contracts other than to “ensure
product quality or supplier capability.” Wage-related,
worker safety or environmental regulations must be the
“least trade restrictive” possible. Also, FTAA “national
treatment” rules mean governments must treat local
companies and foreign corporations the same.

How? Living wage could be challenged as “more
burdensome than necessary” and/or “not necessary to
ensure the quality of a service.” Foreign corporations that
feel “discriminated against” vis-a-vis local companies by
minority and/or women-owned set asides could sue for
violations of “national treatment” rules in secret tribunals.

TRUMPS LOCAL LAWS: As in NAFTA, the
FTAA would set up a supra-national judicial system
where corporations would have the right to sue
governments for almost anything considered either a
“barrier to trade” or an act “tantamount to
expropriation.” In plain English, this means just about
anything could cut into corporate profit, whether that
is a ban on a toxic substance, living wage laws,
municipal zoning requirements or safety and pollution
standards for pollution sources such as cruise ships and
cargo ships entering the port of Miami. FTAA's closed
door tribunals would be above any national court. The
public would have no access to documents and
decisions would be made by a panel of trade lawyers
mandated to consider only trade law (not public health



issues, local economic development needs or community concerns). If a law is judged to be “tantamount to
expropriation” or a “barrier to trade,” the U.S government must use all means at its disposal to force local
compliance with the ruling (i.e. change the local law to “conform” to the trade agreement or get rid of it altogether)
or face trade sanctions.

FTAA visas: A 21° Century Bracero program

The “bracero” program (1942-1963) brought
millions of Mexicans to work on U.S. farms in what
the U.S. Department of Labor later called a system
of “legitimized slavery.” Bracero contracts,
controlled by farmer associations and the Farm
Bureau, were in English so many workers signed
them without understanding their rights or the
conditions of employment. During the contract
period, braceros could return home only with
written permission from bosses. Landowners told
U.S. farmworkers that "“If you don't like the pay,
don't work. I'll hire braceros for less money,"
fueling tension and racist attacks against braceros.
“FTAA-visas” are a 21 century bracero program
for every industry — from nurses and software
engineers to farmworkers and construction
workers. It seeks to turn workers against each
other and obscure the real culprit: exploitative
corporations that treat all workers as disposable.

IMMIGRANTS RIGHTS ATTACKED: Miami is a
hub for movement of international capitol across borders
between the U.S., Latin America and the Caribbean. It is
also home to “detention centers” where Haitian refugees are
held for months at a time only to find themselves deported.
Under “free” trade, the only immigrants allowed across
borders are those tightly controlled by corporations. The
FTAA proposes creating “FTAA-visas” for companies to
import workers. There would be more guest workers, but
with fewer rights since “FTAA-visa” workers’ immigration
status would depend on the whims of employers. Faced with
deportation if they try to organize, they could be used to bust
unions and drive down wages for all workers. This could
increase  discrimination  against  immigrants  since,
unfortunately, non-immigrant workers often  blame
immigrant communities for job loss or economic downturn
instead of focusing attention on employers who exploit
immigrant workers to turn workers against each other.

PRIVATIZATION: Major battles are being waged in Miami around the privatization of education and other
public services. The FTAA would give corporations a powerful tool in this fight as it contains commitments to
“liberalize” services (just about anything you cannot drop on your foot) including education, hospitals, social
security, libraries, mail delivery, police and prisons, water and sewage as well as energy, communications, toxic waste
processing and more. FTAA would require that governments give foreign corporations equal access to compete for
government service contracts if domestic businesses also provide those services. For example, since Hobes Sounds’
private South Martin Country Regional Utility sells water to the public, Florida would have to allow foreign
corporations to bid for water service projects also. Once a service sector is in a trade deal, countries have to give
financial compensation (or the opening of a sector of equal value) to every other signatory country to the agreement
for potential lost markets if they want to take it out. Imagine if California had had to pay 33 countries millions of
dollars to re-regulate its energy sector after the Enron disaster! The FTAA locks privatization in permanently.

PESTICIDES, POLLUTION & PIPELINES, OH MY! FTAA would mean increased transport of
produce into Florida, requiring more pesticide application on food shipments thereby increasing exposure of
communities living near the port to toxic chemicals. Expanded boat and truck traffic would create air and water
pollution. More land would be taken for warehouse space at the expense of preservation of natural spaces.
Lastly, it would be difficult to combat
unsustainable development projects. FTAA
"market access' provisions prohibit governments
from limiting the number of service providers
providing a service or the amount of service
provided. Florida could lose the ability to limit
activities such as hotel and resort development
and golf courses in national parks. It would aso
hinder the ability to stop projects such as the
proposed gas pipeline by AES Corporation from
the Bahamas, which threatens Florida’s coral reefs.

AES: AN OLD HAND AT “FREE” TRADE

Applied Energy Services (AES), now pushing the proposed
gas pipeline project from the Bahamas to Miami, knows
how to use international agreements to its advantage: In a
spectacular display of kicking a country while it is down,
AES sued Argentina in 2002 under a bilateral investment
agreement demanding compensation for profits lost on
contracts after emergency economic measures were taken
by the Argentine government in response to the 2001-2002
financial collapse in that country which left 53 percent of
Argentines below the official poverty line.

For more information. contact info@flfairtrade.ora / www flfairtrade.ora or atwfield@citizen.ora / www.tradewatch.ora



